
$228.93B from

INDIVIDUALS

$45.74B from 
FOUNDATIONS

$18.15B from

CORPORATIONS

$23.41B from 
BEQUESTS

$316.23 billion
t o t a l  2 0 1 2  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
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86% of all charitable giving was from 
individuals, bequests, and 
family foundations

WHO GAVE?

A GOOD YEAR FOR GIVING
analysis of Giving USA 2013 report

BENEFICIAL BUSINESS
Corporate foundation 
grantmaking is estimated to 
have grown to $5.25 billion

Giving 

                to human services 

                  includes an estimated

     million given to social 

   service charities to support 

   Hurricane Sandy relief efforts

$223

WHO RECEIVED?

TRENDS IN GIVING

We saw four subsectors with declines between 2010 and 
2011, but only two in 2011-2012, religion and foundations. 

on the rise

THE MISSING
MIDDLE

THE LARGEST GIFTS ARE RETURNING
• Corporate gifts will follow the increase in pre-tax profits
• High-net-worth households (just 4.3% of all households) are rebounding more quickly, and so is their giving

THE BROAD BASE IS STABLE
• The percentage of US households that make charitable gifts (66%) remains steady
• Millennials are demonstrating their generosity as they enter the charitable economy

“In our experience, it's getting tougher to find the gifts in the middle of the donor pyramid.”

• Income growth is anemic for the vast majority of households

• Wealth (as measured by home equity, securities, etc.) has just begun a slow rebound

THE DOORS
A R E  O P E N

Corporate giving rose almost 10% in 2012.

$18.5 billion in corporate support came 
from cash gifts, in-kind gifts, and

employee matching gifts

NOT JUST CASH
Additional corporate support 
has been increasing through 
sponsorships, cause-related 

marketing, workforce 
development investments, and 

employee volunteering

$101.54B to Religion

$41.33B to Education

$40.40B to Human Services

$30.58B to Foundations

$28.12B to Health

$21.63B to Public Benefit

$19.11B to International Affairs

$14.44B to Arts and Culture

$8.30B to Environment/Animals

$6.82B unallocated and $3.96B to Individuals
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PRESENTED BY 

Note: all percentages indicating a change over time are adjusted for inflation

LONG ROAD BACK

human services
health

international affairs
public benefit

environment/animals
education

arts & culture
religion

already there
already there
already there
6 months
48 months
55 months
78 months
may never get there
 

For most sectors, charitable giving reached a peak in 2007. How long will it 
take to return to pre-recession levels of giving? If the clock began in
 January 2013, then each sector will eclipse 2007 levels of giving as follows:
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THE LARGEST GIFTS ARE RETURNING
• Corporate gifts will follow the increase in pre-tax profits
• High-net-worth households (just 4.3% of all households) are rebounding more quickly, and so is their giving

“In our experience, it's getting tougher to find the gifts in the middle of the donor pyramid.”

• Income growth is anemic for the vast majority of households

• Wealth (as measured by home equity, securities, etc.) has just begun a slow rebound

Benefactor Group provides expertise in fundraising, 
building capacity, and strengthening leadership. 

Benefactor Group was established in 1999 to 
provide innovative consulting and management 

services to nonprofit organizations. Our access to 
human resources, research and reference materials, 
technology, and professional networks is tailored to 
meet each client’s particular needs as we strive to 

nurture mutually rewarding relationships that serve 
those who serve the

 common good®.

Additional information and a listing of 
representative clients may be found at

www.benefactorgroup.com

About Giving USA 2013 
Giving USA: The Annual Report on Philanthropy is 

published by Giving USA Foundation and is a public 
service initiative of the Giving Institute. Giving USA is 
the longest running, most comprehensive report on 

philanthropy in America. Advancing the research, 
education and public understanding of philanthropy is 

the mission of Giving USA Foundation, founded in 
1985 by the Giving Institute.

The complete Giving USA 2013 report, with estimates 
covering 2012 giving, is available at 

www.givingusareports.org

Additional data provided by Corporate Giving 
Standard (CGS) survey, CECP and 

The Conference Board, 2013,
 http://cecp.co 

A RESOURCE FOR THE 
COMMON GOOD

Charitable giving continues to rebound in the United 
States, totaling $316.23 Billion in 2012. The road back to 
the peak set in 2007 will take an estimated six to seven 

more years, but the 1.5% growth rate (adjusted for 
inflation) shows promise as giving by individuals, 
foundations, and corporations continues to rise.
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$316.23B
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A PEEK AT THE PAST TEN YEARS


